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IMPORTANT FUN STUFF & TIPS WE THINK YOU SHOULD KNOW
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Some Common Sense Reminders
From your Neighborhood Watch Committee
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7 Tips to Saving Mon ey
and Energy This Winter

Artick by:*Enery Saukd

Surmmer is long gone and wirter is Apidly
descending upon ws. bladks like we batter
brace surgelves Br 3 long 3nd cold winter
ahead. Saving enenyyduring the cold winter
months s also saving money, Here are
some simpla and ine xpensive things you
can dote maximize your savings on bath;

Take abvatage of fhe sm's nabors heat: |
ol hizee south -Being windows, open wour
curtains during the dayto allow the sunlight
to naturally heat your home, This lessens
the nesd for artiicial heat. You canBhke 3
leszon from your ¢8t 35 it bashs in the sun's
warmth forit's atemoon nap. ke cartain
10 Glesd Your clring o I'Iiil'l'l. Fim i 1, b0
reduce the chill fom cold windows.

Cover draby vimdiows: Uze 3 heaws-duty,
alear plastio shaet on 3 Fame or tpe olear
plastic ilm to th e inside of yourwindow
frames during the cold winter monghs. iake
sure the plastic is sealad tightlyto the frame
to Feducs infitraton. Plastic sheetshd iF Sold
by the vard in fabric stores or mes
hardware deparments sell it in
pre-measurad nolls. hestall tight-ftting,
insulating drapes or shades on window s
that feel draty after waamth enizing . You can
reduce heat o2 fom yaur room by 10
percent. For maxzimom effectivensss,
draperies should behung as dose o
windows a5 possible.

Adjust e Tanperabure: Mhen wu e 3t
home and aw ake, set your themesiat as
low asis comfortable. Inve st in @ pordable

Space hiaber 1o wam just the reom wure
in, This reduczs the nead to @ise e

thermostat to heat your entire howse. Space
heaters are affordably priced. They virtually
pay ©rthamselves with the monay you’l
save before winter izthrough, When you'ng
asleap, set ywour themmostat back 10- 145
degrees. your chilly, you can always throw
another blanket on. Since your agasp , wou

probably won't notice the difle rence . Wihen
wou are gone from the house, espedally

when you leave or work, tum the
thermiostat back. Athermostat set back 10 -
16 degreas %r the eight hours you're at
work, can reduoe yourheatng and coaling
bills byten percent.
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End and Sed Leals: Seal the air leaks
around utility cut-thro ughs forpipes, gaps
araund ohimneys, and unfinished spaces
behind cupboards and closets, Ao look B
cracks and gaps around mad chutes,
elactrical and gas s nice enrances, cabde
TWand phone inas, drver wnts, air
condiion ers and wents and fans, Add caull
or wegther-smpping to =3l air leaks anand
leakoy doors and window =,

Madrotan, ¥ o Hewtnp Syrtan: Sohedule a
serice check and leam what mainten o
is require d to keep wour hezing syetem
operating at peak effidency Reaplace you
furnace fiker onea a month or as neaded. i
you have awood or pellet buming he ater,
deanthe fue went reqularhy. Clean the
inside of the applian = with 3 wire brash
periadicallyte ensune madmum

e RO T Ao,

Feduce Heat Loss from the Brepla e Unless
wour hawe afire going, keep e damper
dosed. An open damper is Be keeping a
window open all winter, b allpw s the airin
wour home to o right up the chimney,
When your do use the fireplacea, open the
dampers in the bottom ofthe firebox to
riduse heat loss, I your fireplace does not
hawve a firebox, open the nearest window
Just slightly, no more than aninch, and
dipza doors leading into the room. Lower
e thermostat setting to approximate ly 55
degrees, I vou never uge your fireplace,
phug and s=al the chimney fue. If wou do
usze the freplace, installtempered glass
doors and a heat-air exchangs system that
blow s warmed air back intethe room,
Check the sealon the fireplace 1ue damper
and make it 25 snug as possble . Purchass
grates made of C-shaped metaltubes to
draw ¢ool airm the room inte the ireplacs
and crsulFte wamm 3irback o the room.
Add caulking around the fireplace hearth.

Liveer Yo Woaber Heating Conts | WiFter
hieating i @ viear round expanss that can
Fucount or anypwhere from 14 - 25 penoent
ofthe enengy your household consumes.
Tumthe temperature downon your water
heatarte the wamm setting (120 degrees)
which also reduces bums.fs the
temperature drops and enengy costs nse,
feeza simple Sps will madmizethe anengy
wull save this winter, Andwhan it comes o
you Fuinter energy bill, the anergy vou s
iz equal tothe money woull =30,
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